Long-term survival in primary amyloidosis of the laryngotracheobronchial tract by treating complications only.
Primary amyloidosis limited to the laryngotracheobronchial tract is relatively uncommon; therefore, knowledge of survival in these patients is poor and consensus regarding appropriate therapy unreached. The case is reported of a patient affected by primary amyloidosis limited to the laryngotracheobronchial tract who had a long survival and a good quality of life after only medical and neodymium-yttrium aluminium garnet (Nd-YAG) laser therapy. The patient had amyloidosis first detected in the larynx, which, 4 yrs later, progressed to involve the tracheobronchial tract, without pulmonary involvement. The patient was treated three times with Nd-YAG laser to obtain the recanalization of obstructed bronchi, with evident improvement of symptoms and pulmonary function. In conclusion, laryngotracheobronchial amyloidosis survival may be lengthened and quality of life made more acceptable by treating potential complications only.